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The Emerald Tablet (Tabula Smaragdina)

1) It is true without untruth, certain and most true:

2) that which is below is like that which is on high, and that which islogh is like that
which is below; by these things are made the miracles of one thing.

3) And as all things are, and come from One, by the mediation of One, So all thingb@are
from this unique thing by adaption.

4) The Sun is the father and the Moon the mother.

5) The wind carries it in its stomach. The earth is its nourisher andréseptacle.

6 The Father of all the Theleme of the universal world is here.

6a) Its force, or power, remains entire,

7) if it is converted into earth.

7a) You separate the earth from the fire, the subtle from the gross, gentlygvéat

industry.



8) It climbs from the earth and descends from the sky, and receives tloe fofrthings
superior and things inferior.

9) You will have by this way, the glory of the world and all obscurity will flez you.
10) It is the power strong with all power, for it will defeat every subtle thingl penetrate
every solid thing

11a) In this way the world was created.

12) From it are born wonderful adaptations, of which the way here is given.

13) That is why | have been called Hermes Tristmegistus, having the thaets of the
universal philosophy.

14) This, that | have called the solar Work, is complete.

Paracelsus

(The "Swiss Hermes")
ALCHEMY: THE ART OF TRANSFORMATION
Let it be for you a great and high mystery in tigat of nature that a thing can completely lose famteit its form
and shape, only to arise subsequently out of ngthimd become something whose potency and virtize isobler
than what it was in the beginning.

Nothing has been createdwdma materia-in its final state. Everything is first creatediis prima materia-its
original stuff; whereupon Vulcajor transmuting fire]Jcomes, and by the art of alchemy develops itsiffiiital
substance. . . . For alchemy means: to carry @nissomething that has not yet been completedbtain the lead
from the ore and to transform it into what it isdador. . . Accordingly, you should understand that alchemy is
nothing but the art which makes the impure intoghee through fire. . . . It can separate the uk&fam the
useless, and transmute it into its final substaanoe its ultimate essence.

The transmutation of metals is a great mysteryadfire. However laborious and difficult this taskyne, whatever
impediments and obstacles may lie in the way cdéomplishment, this transmutation does not gatavuio
nature, nor is it incompatible with the order ofd;as is falsely asserted by many persons. Butdke impure five
metals--that is, coppéor Venus] tin [or Jupiter], lead[or Saturn], iron[or Mars], and quicksilvefor Mercury]--
cannot be transmuted into nobler, pure, and penfietals--namely, into golpr the Sun]and silveffor the Moon}
-without atinctura, or without the philosopher's stone.

Since ancient times philosophy has striven to sgpahe good from the evil, and the pure from thpure; this is

the same as saying that all things die and thatthiel sou[of them] lives eternal. The soul endures while the body
decays, and you may recall that correspondingbea snust rot away if it is to bear fruBut what does it mean, to
rot? It means only this--that the body decays witdl@ssence, the good, the soul, subsists. Thiddhe known
about decayingAnd once we have understood this, we possesstire\which contains all the virtues.

Decay is the beginning of all birth. . It transforms shape and essence, the famgsirtues of nature. Just as the
decay of all foods in the stomach transforms thathraakes them into a pulp, so it happens outsielstiimach. . .
. Decay is the midwife of very great thindtstauses many things to rot, that a noble frudyrbe born; for it is the
reversal, the death and destruction of the origisabnce of all natural things. It brings aboutdings and rebirth of



forms a thousand times improved. . . . And thithéshighest and greatest mysterium of God, theetstapystery
and miracle that he has revealed to mortal man.

THE HIDDEN SIDE OF REALITY

In nature we find a light that illumines us moraritthe sun and the moon. For it is so orderedwhatee but half of
man and all the other creatures, and therefore expgore them further . . . Nor should we beconmahed in our
daily work, for whosoever seeks . . . shall find And if we follow the light of nature, we leattmat there exists
another half of man, and that man does not coatisibod and flesh alone . . . but also of a bdd tannot be
discerned by our crude eyesight.

The moon emits light, yet by this light colors am discernible; but as soon as the sun risethaltolors can be
distinguished. Similarly nature has a light thahseh like the sun; and as the light of the sun edsdhe light of the
moon, so the light of nature far exceeds the pakéne eyes. In its light all things invisible bewe visible;
remember always that the one light outshines therot

Know that our world and everything we see in itmpass and everything we can touch constitute oméyhalf of
the cosmos. The world we do not see is equal te iouveight and measure, in nature and propefiesn this it
follows that there exists another half of man irickithis invisible world operates. If we know o&ttwo worlds,
we realize that both halves are needed to corestitiet whole man; for they are like two men unitedme body.

The sun can shine through a glass, and fire cdaateadbarmth through the walls of the stove, althHotlge sun does
not pass through the glass and the fire does ntitrgagh the stove. In the same way, the human badyact at a
distance while remaining at rest in one place, tileesun, which shines through the glass and yet dot pass
through it. Hence nothing must be attributed tolibdy itself but only to the forces that flow framjust as the
smell of an animal is suffused while the animatidypmay be at rest.

Nature emits a light, and by its radiance she @akriown. But in man there is still another lighagifrom that
which is innate in nature. It is the light throughich man experiences, learns, and fathoms thesapeal. Those
who seek in the light of nature speak from the Kedge of nature; but those who seek in the lighhah speak
from the knowledge of super-nature. For man is ntoa@ naturehe is nature, but he is also a spirit, he is alsaa
angel, and he has the properties of all threéf he walks in nature, he serves nature; if he watkthe spirit, he
serves the spirit; if he walks with the angel, Beves the angel. The first is given to the body athers are given to
the soul, and are its jewel.

THE MATRIX OR MOTHER-SPACE

When the world was still nothing but water, and 8perit of the Lord moved upon the face of the watéhe world
emerged from the water; water was the matrix oftbdd and of all its creatures. And all this beeatine matrix of
man;in it God created man in order to give His Spirit adwelling place in flesh

The matrix is invisible and no one can see its ptisubstance; for who can see that which was béion@ All of

us come from the matrix, but no one has ever gemecause it existed before man. And even thoughcuomes
from it, and men are born from it again and agatpne has seen it. The world was born from theirmats was
man and all other living creatures: all this hameawut of the matrix. . . . Before heaven and earte created, the
Spirit of God brooded upon the water and was cdusieit. This water was the matrix; for it was hretwater that
heaven and earth were created, and in no otheiByrit the Spirit of God was borne, that is tysthat Spirit
which lives in man, and which is lacking in otheeaturesFor the sake of this Spirit man has been createdhe
Spirit of God lives in man so that God need not lie alone. Therefore the Spirit of God comes to dweth man,
and is of God and returns to God.

The world is as God created it. In the beginningniéale it into a body, which consists of four eletaeHe
founded this primordial body on the trinity of merg, sulfur and salt, and these are the three anbss of which
the complete body consists. For they form evergthivat lies in the four elements, they bear in ttadinthe forces
and faculties of perishable things. In them theeedmy and night, warmth and coldness, stone aiiigl &nd
everything else, still unformed. In a piece of wood there lie concealed the forms of animals,fdrms of plants
of every description, the forms of all instrumerasd he who can carve them out finds them. Accgigjrihe first
body, the YliastefYlem or Hylem or Hyle is the initial substancetioé universe-the first matter or Primum



Materia], was nothing but a clod, which contained all thaas, all the waters, all minerals, all herbssuhes, all
gems. Only the supreme Master could release thenfioam them with tender solicitude, so that otléngs could
be created from the rest.

EVERYTHING THAT IS WITHIN CAN BE KNOWN BY WHAT IS WITHOUT

It is not God's will that all He has created foe thenefit of man and has given him as his own shrhain hidden.
... And even if He did conceal some things, Herlething unmarked, but provided all things witltward, visible
marks, with special traitgust as a man who has buried a treasure marksptbtein order that he may find it again.

We men discover everything that lies hidden inrtteintains by external signs and correspondencdshas also
do we find all the properties of herbs and evengtihat is in the stones. There is nothing in thetlds of the seas,
nothing on the heights of the firmament, that nwariable to discover. No mountain, no cliff, isvest as to hide
or conceal what is in it from the eyes of mansiteévealed to him by corresponding signs. . . .daah fruit is a
sign, and through it we discover what is contaiimetthat from which it stems. Similarly there is hiig in man that
is not marked in his exterior, so that by the eégtesne may discover what is in the individual whears the sign. . .
. There ardour ways by which the nature of man and of all living thirggn be discovered. . First, chiromancy
it concerns the extreme parts of man's limbs, nathel hands and feet. . Second physiognomicsit concerns the
face and the whole head. Third , thesubstantinawhich refers to the whole shape of the body.And fourth,
thecustoms andisagesthat is to say, manners and gestures in whichapaears and shows himself. . . . These
four belong together; they provide us with a corglenowledge of the hidden, inward man, and oftatigs that
grow in nature. . . . Nature is the sculptor: shedoavs everything with the form which is also theesge, and thus
the form reveals the essence.

There is nothing that nature has not signed in sily that man may discover its essence. . . sfidre have their
orbits by which they are known. The same is trumah. As you can see, each herb is given the foatbtefits its
nature; similarly, man is endowed with a form cep@nding to his inner nature. And just as the fehmws what a
given herb is, so the human shape is a sign whiticates what a given man is. This does not reféhne name,
sex, or similar characteristics, but to the quaditinherent in the man. The art of signs teachés give each man
his true name in accordance with his innate natumgolf must not be called a sheep, a dove musbeatalled a
fox; each being should be given the name that lgslém its essence. . . . Since nothing is so sectadtiden that it
cannot be revealed, everything depends on theisgof those things which manifest the hidden.The nature
of each man's soul accords with the design ofiéaments and arteries. The same is true of theg feuich is
shaped and formed according to the content of Imgl @nd soul, and the same is again true of thpgutions of the
human body. For the sculptor of Nature is so attfat he does not mold the soul to fit the fornt, the form to fit
the soul; in other words, the shape of a man iméarin accordance with the manner of his heartArtists who
make sculptures proceed no differently. . . . Amelmore accomplished an artist would be, the mecessary it is
that he master the art of signs. . . . No artistfg@int or carve, no one can produce an accompligloek, without
such knowledge . . . Only he who has some knowled¢feis can be a finished artist.

When a carpenter builds a house, it first livekiin as an idea; and the house is built accordingitoidea.
Therefore, from the form of the house, one can niafleeences about the carpenter's ideas and imsgest Nature
has in mind . . . no one can know until it has a&eglform and shape. . . . Now note well that \@rfarms the shape
of a man, just as the carpenter's ideas becomaevisi his house; and a man's body takes shapscordance with
the nature of his soul. . . . Nature acts no diffélly. She gives man an outward appearance tiakeeping with

his inner constitution. . . . And each man's saul be recognized, just as the carpenter can berkbgwis house.

THE GREATER WORLD AND THE LESSER WORLD

The world is as God created it. In the beginningragle it into a body, which consists of four eletaeHe founded
this primordial body on the trinity of mercury, 8, and salt, and these are the three substahedsich the
complete body consists. For they form everythirag ties in the four elements, they bear in thentredlforces and
faculties of perishable things. In them there ag @hd night, warmth and coldness, stone and &nd,everything
else, still unformed. In a piece of wood . . . thée concealed the forms of animals, the formglafits of every
description, the forms of all instruments; and H®wan carve them out finds them. Accordingly,ftret body, the
Yliaster, was nothing but a clod, which contained all theas, all the waters, all minerals, all herbssthes, all
gems. Only the supreme Master could release thenfioam them with tender solicitude, so that otléngs could
be created from the rest.



. . . Matter was at the beginning of all thingsi amly after it had been created was it endowel thi¢ spirit of life
so that this spirit might unfold in and through tiedies as God had willed. And thus the days otthation and
the order of all creatures were fulfilled. Only thwas man created in the likeness of God, and eedavith His
spirit.

Man was not born out of a nothingness, but was rfrate a substance. . . . The Scriptures stateGbdttook the
limus terrae the primordial stuff of the earth, and formed noam of this mass. Furthermore they state that iman
ashes and powder, dust and earth; and this provésently that he is made of this primordial stdisce. . . . But
limus terraeis also the Great World, and thus man was crdaded heaven and earthimus terraeis an extract of
the firmament, of the universe of stars, and astirae time of all the elements. . . .

Thelimbusis the primordial stuff of man. . . . What thmbusis the man is too. He who knows the nature of the
limbusknows also what man is. . . . Now, flrebusis heaven and earth, the upper and lower sphete afosmos,
the four elements, and everything they compriseretiore it is just to identify it with the microawos for it too is the
whole world.

Heaven encompasses both spheres--the upper almvétre-to the end that nothing mortal and nothing trartsien
may reach beyond them into that realm which ligsidae the heaven that we see. . . . For mortaimntbrtal
things must not touch each other, and must notldegéther. Therefore, the Great World, the macsotads closed
in itself in such a way that nothing can leavitt that everything that is of it and within it rams complete and
undivided. Such is the Great World. Next to it gstssthe Little World, that is to say, man. Heiglesed in a skin,
to the end that his blood, his flesh, and evergtffia is as a man may not become mixed with thaatGherld. . . .
For one would destroy the other. Therefore marahsisn; it delimits the shape of the human body, unough it
he can distinguish the two worlds from each otltliee Great World and the Little World, the macroceam mar
and can keep separate that which must not mingles the Great World remains completely undistuihéts

husk. . . and similarly man in his house, thabisay, his skin. Nothing can penetrate into hina, aothing that is in
him can issue outside of him, but everything remairits place.

THE TWO HEAVENS IN MAN

There are two heavens in men; the one is Luna @elut in the heart of man is the true Microcosheaven.
Yea, the heart of man is the true heaven of an inahbeing, out of which the soul has never yet epwhich new
Olympus and heaven the Christ Spirit has choseHidwelling place in man.

THE ARCANA
Only what is incorporeal and immortal, what is ewdd with eternal life, what stands above all ndttiiags and
remains unfathomable to man, can rightly be calleércanum. . . . Like the divine curative powgrsas power to

change us, to renew us, and to restore us. . d.aRhough the arcana are not external and alththeghdo not
constitute a symphony to the divine essence, thest ive considered heavenly as compared with usatepfor
they can preserve our bodies and by their influeodieve marvels in us that reason cannot fathonilhe
arcanum is the entire virtue of a thing, multipleethousandfold. . . . Up until the present epadiich is still
young,only four arcana have come to our knowledge. Thefirst arcanum is theprima materia thesecondthe
lapis philosophorumthethird themercurius vitaeand thdast thetinctura. . . . Theprima materiacan consume a
man's old age and confer a new youth upon him-dhysung herb from a new seed grows in a new suranegg
new year. . . . The second arcanum,léipés philosophorumpurifies the whole body and cleanses it of alfiith
by developing fresh young energies. Mercurius vitag the third arcanum, has a purifying action; likesdcyon,
which puts on new feathers after molting, it camage the impurities from man--down to the nails #melskin--
and make him grow anew. Thus it renovates the ottyb. . .Tinctura the last arcanum, is like tihebis-the
bisexual creature--which transmutes silver ancbther metals into gold; it "tinges," i.e., it trémsns the body,
removing its harmful parts, its crudity, its incoleigness, and transforms everything into a purelenand
indestructible being.

Here on earth the celestial fire is a cold, rigidd frozen fire. And this fire is the body of goltherefore all we can
do with it by means of our own fire is to dissolvand make it fluid, just as the sun thaws snod iae and makes
them liquid. In other words, fire has not the poweeburn fire, for gold itself is nothing but firen heaven it is
dissolved, but on earth it is solidified. . . . Gantd nature do nothing in vain, or without a pugdhe place of all



things indestructible is not subject to time, ismo beginning or end, it is everywhere. Thoseghiare efficacious
when all hope has been given up, and they may ga&immiraculously what is considered impossiblaatooks
hopeless, absurd, or even desperate.

But to write more about this mystery is forbidder durther revelation is the prerogative of theigi#vpower. For
this art is truly a gift of God. Wherefore not ey@ne can understand it. For this reason God bestay®n whom
He pleases, and it cannot be wrested from Him bgefdor it is His will that He alone shall be heed in it and
that through it His name be praised for ever aret.ev

MAN: THE DIVINE BOOK

The book in which the letters of the mysterieswarigten visibly, discernibly, tangibly, and legiblgo that
everything one desires to know can best be fourhisnself-same book, inscribed by the finger ofiGhe book
compared with which, if it is properly read, alhet books are nothing but dead letters--know thiattiook is the
book of man, and should not be sought anywherébmutan alone. Man is the book in which all the reyists are
recorded; but this book is interpreted by God.

If you would gain understanding of the whole tregghat the letters enclose, possess, and encompmassust
gain it from far off, namely, from Him who taughtamhow to compose the letters. . . . For it isoropaper that
you will find the power to understand, but in Hinhevput the words on paper.

Man is born of the earth, therefore he also hdsrnthe nature of the earth. But later, in his r@sth, he is of God
and in this form receives divine nature. Just as manature is illumined by the sidereal light thatmay know
nature, so he is illumined by the Holy Ghost thatay know God in His essence. For no one can Kaogvunless
he is of divine nature, and no one can know nataftess he is of nature. Everyone is bound to thathich he
originates and to which he must at some time return

The light of nature is a steward of the Holy Ligithat harm comes to the natural tongue becaudietlyeongue
has spoken? Or how does the fiery tongue offenthaigéhe natural one? It is the same as with a amaha woman,
who both give birth to a child; without both thisutd not be. Similarly, both lights were given memdwell within
him.

How marvelously man is made and formed if one pateg into his true nature . . . and it is a gtieiaig--consider
for once, that there is nothing in heaven or irletirat is not also in man. . . . In him is God vidalso in Heaven,;
and all the forces of Heaven operate likewise im.nvhere else can Heaven be rediscovered if noiain? Since it
acts from us, it must also be in us. Thereforadws our prayer even before we have uttered itif isrcloser to
our hearts than to our words. . . . God made hevile in man beautiful and great, noble and goadifad is in His
Heaven, i.e., in man. For He Himself says thatdde us, and that we are His temple.

Thoughts are free and subject to no rule. On thestsithe freedom of man, and they tower abovdghedf nature.
For thoughts give birth to a creative force thatéther elemental or sidereal. . . . Thoughtsteramew heaven, a
new firmament, and a new source of energy, fronctvhiew arts flow. . . . When a man undertakeseater
something, he establishes a new heaven, as it aedeffom it the work that he desires to createvdlinto him. . . .
For such is the immensity of man that he is gretii@n heaven and earth.

THE BOOK OF NATURE
He who would read and understand the Book of Naturst walk its pages with his feet.
THE INNER STARS OF MAN

The inner stars of man are, in their propertiesdkand in nature, by their course and positidw, ltiis outer stars,
and different only in form and in material. Forragards their nature, it is the same in the ethdrimthe

microcosm, man. . . . Just as the sun shines thraugass--as though divested of body and substaocie stars
penetrate one another in the body. . . . For theasud the moon and all planets, as well as aléthes and the whole
chaos, are in man. . . . The body attracts heaveand this takes place in accordance with teatgtivine order.

Man consists of the four elements, not only--asestwsid--because he has four tempers, but also bedsu
partakes of the nature, essence, and properttbesd elements. In him there lies the "young heavkat is to say,
all the planets are part of man's structure ang @ne the children of the "great heaven" whichhgrtfather. For



man was created from heaven and earth, and iftohel&ke them!

Consider how great and noble man was created, aatigreatness must be attributed to his structlogbrain can
fully encompass the structure of man's body aneent of his virtues; he can be understood oslgraimage of
the macrocosm, of the Great Creature. Only thes ddmcome manifest what is in him. For what its@le is also
inside; and what is not outside man is not inside outer and the inner are one thing, one consatibn, one
influence, one concordance, one duration . . . ofmeit. For this is thdimbus the primordial matter which contains
all creatures in germ, just as man is containdtlétimbusof his parents. Thimbusof Adam was heaven and
earth, water and air; and thus man remains likdititeus he too contains heaven and earth, water anthdeed,

he is nothing but these.

THE PRESERVATION OF A THING

In order that a thing may be preserved and defefrdedinjury, it is necessary that first of all #eemy should be
known, so that it may be shielded therefrom, aiadl ittmay not be hurt and corrupted by it, in itbstance, virtue,
force, or in any other way suffer loss. A good diggdends upon this, then, that the enemy of alirabthings be
recognized; for who can guard himself against &og$ adverse chance if he is ignorant of his eneBoy@ly, no
one. It is therefore necessary that such enemylgiv@known. There are many enemies; and it isgsistecessary
to know the bad as the good. Who, in fact, can ktfengood without a knowledge of the evil? No dde.one who
has never been sick knows how great a treasurthhiealvVho knows what joy is, that was never sadasrowful?
And who knows rightly about what God is, who knavaghing about the devil? Wherefore since God hadema
known to us the enemy of our soul, that is, thaldeie also points out to us the enemy of our lifgt is, death,
which is the enemy of our body, of our health, ¢hemy of medicine, and of all natural things. He hrede known
this enemy to us and also how and by what meansuwgt escape him. For as there is no disease ag#iicdt
there has not been created and discovered a meditiich cures and drives it away,teere is always one thing
placed over against anotheone water over against another, one stone owanstganother, one mineral over
against another, one poison over against anotherp@tal over against another--and the same in roiduey
matters, all of which it is not necessary to ret¢eare.

The difference between the two medical arts--thevaely and the worldly--consists in this: the adegptd non-
adepts of worldly medicine are subject to the oatet forces of nature, while those of heavenly giadican
dispense with herbs and the stars. . . . All activt@es come from the word of God, and His wordsensuch power
that all nature with its forces cannot accomplisimaich as a single one of His words. This divinegras the
heavenly medicine; it accomplishes what no nafiorake can accomplish. . . . There is no field ortreen which
heavenly medicine grows or lies hidden, other tiharesurrected flesh or the "new body" of many amthe "new
body" have all its words force and efficacy hereeanth. This heavenly medicine works accordindneowill of the
man of the "new birth"; in him lie all the activatues. For it does not operate in the mortal bduy,only in the
eternal body.

DEATH AND THE ESSENCE OF ALCHEMY

The office of Vulcan is the separation of the good from the bad. So the Art of Vulcan, svhich i
Alchemy, is like unto death, by which the eternal and the temporal are divided one frbwer.anot
So this art may be called the death of things.

Thomas Vaughan(Eugenius Philalethes)

THE FIRST OPERATION

Some alchemists fancy that the work from beginning to end is a mere idle amertgbut
those who make it so will reap what they sow--nothing. We know that next to the Divine
Blessing, and the discovery of the proper foundation, nothing is so important as utwearie
industry and perseverance in this first operation.



THE INVISIBLE MAGICAL MOUNTAIN (From Lumen de Lumine)

There is a mountain situated in the midst of tivthear center of the world, which is both smaltagreat. It is soft,
also above measure hard and stony. It is far off,reear at hand, but by the providence of Godsibig. In it are
hidden most ample treasures, which the world isabt# to value. This mountain by envy of the dewho always
opposeth the glory of God and the happiness of imamgmpassed about with very cruel beasts andiagdirds,
which make the way thither both difficult and darmes; and therefore hitherto, because the timetiyet come,
the way thither could not be sought after nor foantl But now at last the way is to be found bysththat are
worthy, but not withstanding by every man's selfdaand endeavors.

To this mountain you shall go in a certain nighb@m it comes) most long and most dark, and see/thaprepare
yourselves by prayer. Insist upon the way thatddadhe mountain, but ask not of any man wherennelies:

only follow your Guide, who will offer himself toou, and will meet you in the way but you shall kedw him.
This Guide will bring you to the mountain at midnigwhen all things are silent and dark. It is rsegy that you
arm yourselves with a resolute heroic courage yiestfear those things that will happen, and sadirbfick. You
need no sword, nor any other bodily weapons, oallyupon God sincerely and heartily.

When you have discovered the mountain, the firsaoleé that will appear is this: a most vehement\a1g great
wind, that will shake the mountain and shatterrtieks to pieces. You shall be encountered als@lyg land
dragons and other terrible beasts, but fear nobétiyese things. Be resolute and take heed thatstorn not, for
your Guide who brought you thither will not suffamy evil to befall you. As for the treasure, ihist yet discovered
but it is very near. After this wind will come aarthquake, that will overthrow those things whibh wind hath left
and make all flat. But be sure that you fall ndt of

The earthquake being past, there shall followey finat will consume the earthly rubbish, and discdhe treasure,
but as yet you cannot see it. After all these thiagd near the daybreak there shall be a great aalinyou shall
see the Day-Star arise and the dawning will apjgadat,you shall perceive a great treasure. Theedtigfing in it,
and the most perfect, is a certain exalted tin¢twign which the world (if it served God and werenthy of such
gifts) might be tinged and turned into most purklgo

This tincture being used, as your Guide shall tgaeh will make you young when you are old, and gball
perceive no disease in any part of your bodiesmBgns of this tincture also you shall find peafithat excellency
which cannot be imagined. But do not you arrogatgtang to yourselves because of your present pdoerbe
contented with that which your Guide shall commatédo you. Praise God perpetually for this hig,@ifid have a
special care that you use it not for worldly pridat employ it in such works which are contrarytte world. Use it
rightly and enjoy it so, as if you had it not. Lisgemperate life, and beware of all sin, otherwisgr Guide will
forsake you, and you shall be deprived of this ragxs. For know this of a truth, whosoever abugightincture
and lives not exemplarily, purely, and devoutlydsefmen he shall lose this benefit, and scarcéhapg will there
be left ever to recover it afterwards.

Eyrenaeus

IN "THE REGIMEN OF SOL"

In the beginning of our work, through the cooperation of heat, both internal and external, and the
moisture of the matter concurring, our Body gives a Blackness unto pitch, whtble foost
part happens at forty, or at most, in fifty dayidis may refer to years of age.]

This color discovers plainly that the two natures are ufiiteslis the division of attention in
self-observation that does the work and generates the aeditif they are united, they will
certainly operate one upon the other, and alter and change each other from thimg snthi
from state to state, until all come to one nature and Substance Regenerdies amew
Heavenly Body.

But before there can be this renovation, the old man must necessarily beafroyed, that is,
thy first Body must rot and be corrupted, and lose its form, that it may havetirepaid with
a new form, which is a thousand times more noble.



Remember, then, this alchemical maxim, namely, that 'a sad, cloudy morningdé&gimday
and a cheerful noontide.' Thias the Psalmist proclaimedihey who sow in tears shall reap
in joy' [Ps. 126:5]

[So, there is no "free lunch"-we have to pay outidn!]

IN "AN OPEN ENTRANCE TO THE CLOSED PALACE OF THE KING"

(Excerpts from "Concerning the Difficulties and Legth of the First Operation” and
"On the Sulfur that is in the Mercury of the Sage$"

It is a marvelous fact that our Mercury containgvacSulfur, and yet preserves the form and allgtaperties of
mercury. Hence it is necessary that a form be dhiced therein by our preparation, which form isetattic Sulfur.
This Sulfur is the inward fire that causes the gfatrtion of the Composite Sun. This sulfurous iirthe spiritual
seed that our Virgin (still remaining immaculatasiconceived . . . . All their efforts to prepanel purify it,
however, were doomed to failure. At length theyhbetght them that it might possibly be found somewtie
nature in a purified condition--and their searclsweowned with success. They sought active Sulfarpure state,
and found it cunningly concealed in the House efam. This Sulfur mingled most eagerly with thisfing of
Saturn, and the desired effect was speedily pratitater the malignant venom of the "air' of Merchad been
tempered by the doves of Venus.

[The above passage--typical of the old alchemical writings--may be interpreted thisly:
House of the Ram is Aries, which sign of the Zodiac is ruled by Mars, which in turn rules the
metal iron. Saturn rules the metal lead, symbolic of our lower nature with all of itsediffer
features that the anonymous writer (possibly Eugenius or Iraenius Philalethes)tiealls "
offspring of Saturn.” Venus signifies the loving gentleness and moderating influence of the
Higher "Christ" Nature. So here we have the methodology for accomplishing the Black Stone
that will vanquish and transmute our Dweller or Sin-Body: We must enlist our Martian
energy or moving spirit--the "purified metallic Sulfur”--by separating it from amnection

with the Personality or lower nature, so that our "unripe Mercury" becomes the voice of pure
conscience, moderated by a loving spirit of gentleness and patience. Our Mars becomes the
warrior of the Higher Ego, and as the Christ Spirit, speaking through the man Jesus, said:

"l come not to bring peace, but a sword"; and, "A man's foes will be those of his own
household."

This will be our St. George who will slay the dragon of our lower nature--the Dweller on the
Threshold. This warrior, the dynamo of our microcosmic solar system, will be motivated by
an iron will and persistence, softened by a spirit of loving gentleness and patience.

As an aside, it is truly remarkable that, chemically, iron is one of the only metals that do not
form an amalgam with mercury (platinum is one of the few others). It is not dissolved by the
mercury, and in turn does not cause the mercury to solidify. The two elements coexist without
changing one another. So, too, our Martian iron will and persistence moderated with
gentleness works synergistically with our Mercurial conscience, neither @néenrg with

the work of the other, but rather, each enhancing the activity of the other.]

COMMENTS ON LETTING CONSCIENCE ACT
WITH GENTLENESSIN THE WORK OF
SPIRITUAL REGENERATION



Count Bernard of Traviso

They who defile the work with salts, vitriols, adoids and corrosives, do destroy it, and chang#gdtsome other
thing than is the nature of quicksilVi@&hilosophic Mercury or consciencefFor that seed which nature by its
sagacity composed, they endeavor to perfect itidence, which undoubtedly is destructive to itfaoas it is
useful and effective in our work.

Ethan Allen Hitchcock

Don't act upon the conscience through any of tlssipas, hope, fear, or any other passion, to in@rman, but as
far as possible, allay these or neutralize thenassto open the way for conscience to act freelg,according to its
own essential heavenly natufiéhis will do the whole work without any laying on d hands.

A MORE EXTENSIVE PRESENTATION OF EYRANIUS
IN
"THE REGIMEN OF SOL" CONCERNING THE LATTER
STAGES
OF THE WORK OF SPIRITUAL ALCHEMY WITH
COMMENTS
BY ETHAN ALLEN HITCHCOCK (In "Alchemy and the
Alchemists")

Now art thou drawing near to the close of thy work, and hast almost made an end of this
business; all appears now like unto pgodd, and theVirgin's Milk, with which thou imbibest
this matter is very citrine. [1 Cor. iii. 2. The conscience is very sound and hpalthy

Now to God, the giver of all good, you must render immortal thanks, who hath brought this work
on so far; and beg earnestly of him, that thy counsel mayest hereafter be sedjoveat thou

mayest not endeavor to hasten thy work; so as to lose all, now it is so near toopedensider

that thou hast waited now about seven months, and it would be a mad thing to annihilate all in
one hour: therefore be thou very wary; yea, so much the more by how much thou art nearer to
perfection.

But if thou do proceed warily in this Regimen, thou shalt meet with these notable things
[experiences, symbolized, of an entrance into the higher Light or Lifd].thmu shalt observe a
certain citrine sweat to stand upon thy Body; and after that citrine vapoishh# thy Body
below be tinctured of @iolet color, with an obscurpurple intermixed. [I must explain, that,
when these works were written, physicians were in the habit of judging adrid@ion of their
patients by the appearance of a certain water, and that a citrine coloreddidaalthy
condition,--here intended to signify the moral condition of the matter of the Stheeviclet is
the symbol of Love, and the purple of Immortality,--which are beginning to dawn uporathe m
in this stage of the work:-- but to proceed.] After fourteen or fifteen daystetios in this
Regimen of Sol, thou shalt see the greatest part of thy matter humid [submigsicehg,--not
by any force of will, but by a much more irresistible constraint, actgweetly and not
violently], and although it be very ponderous [self-willed], yet it will ascenterBelly of the
Wind. ['But when they arise or ascend,"” says Artephius, referring to the SoubdgBthe



one man, " they are born or brought forth in the Air or Spirit, and in the same they aredghange
and made Life with Life, so that they can never be separated, but are esixatewith water.

And therefore it is wisely said, théte Stone is born of the Spjrtecause it is altogether

spiritual. [But to return t&eyrenaeus

At length, about the twenty-sixth day of this Regimen, it will begin to dry; and theh i

liquefy and recongeal, and will grow liquid again an hundred times in a day [fledietveen
hopes and fears, assurances and doubts;--some of the writers say that, inetoiststagork,
thematterwill put on all the colors in the world, &c.], until at the last it will begin to turn into
grains; and sometimes it will seem as if it weredatontinuousn grain, and then it will grow

into one massgain: and thus it will put on innumerable forms in one day; and this will continue
for the space of about two weeks.

At the last, by the will of Goda Light shall be sent upon thy matter, which thou canst not
imagine.

Then expect a sudden end, which within three days thou shalt see; for thy mattrsleat
itself into grains, as fine as the atoms of Sol, and the color will be the higltksh&sgnable,
which for its transcendent redness will show Blackish,--like unto the purest blood viden it
congealed.

But thou must not believe that any such thing can be an exact parallel of our Elixir, far it is
MARVELOUS CREATURE ot having its compare in the whole universe, aioything exactly
like it.

[Descriptions similar to this may be found in all of the writings of the AlghEsnm best repute
among themselves. The author of the above wrote a Commentary upon Sir Geo. Ripley's
Compound of Alchemexpressly, as he tells us, that the reader might have the testimony of two
combined. In this Commentary | find the following passages:--]

In the Beginning, therefore, of our Work, through the co-operation of heat [nature], batlalinter
and external, and the moisture of Matter concurring, our Body gives a Blackness like unto
pitch, which for the most part happens at forty, or at most in fifty days.

This color discovers plainly that the two natures are united. [By thwseatures, the reader

surely understands by this time, are meant what are called by innumerabke Sl and Luna,

gold and silver, Heaven and Earth, Phaebus and Daphne, superior and inferior, Soul and Body,
&c., &c.] And if they are united, they will certainly operate one upon the other, anchat

change each other from thing to thing, and from state to state, until all come tatane &hd
Substance Regenerate, which is a new Heavenly Body.

But before there can be this renovation, the Old Man must necessarily be degtese@d refer

to Eph. iv. 22-24, and Col. iii. 9, 107] that is, thy first Body must rot and be corrupted, and lose
its form, that it may have it repaid with a new form, which is a thousand times more ®oble

then our Work is not a forced nor an apparent, but a natural and radical operation, in which our
Natures are altered perfectly, in so much that the one and the other, having fullydbthey

were before, yet without change of kind [without an absolute change of substandedcbme

a third thing, homogeneal to both the former.



Thus they who sow in tears shall reap in joy; and he who goeth forth mourning, andycarryin
precious seed, shall return with an abundance of increase, with their hands fillstieaves,

and their mouths with the praises of the Lord. Thus the chosen or redeemed of the Lord shal
return with songs, and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads, and sighing and sbeib¥ly
away.

Remember, then, this alchemic maxim, namiélgt a sad, cloudy morning begins a fday and

a cheerful noontide; for our Work is properly to be compared to a day, in which the morning is
dark and cloudy, so that the sun appears not. After that, the sky is overclouded, and the air cold
with northerly winds, and much rain falls, which endures

for its season; but after that the sun breaks out, and shines more and more, till adishegom
and then at noonday not a cloud appears, but all is clear from one end of the heaven to the other.

[Here the author introduces cautions against haste and over-anxiety, advigngepand
proceeds:--]

Then shalt thou have leisure to contemplate these wonders of the Most High, and if they do not
ravish and astonish thee in beholding théns because God hath not intended #dgence to

thee in Mercy, but in Judgment. . . . Remember, then, when thou shalt see the renewing of these
Natures, that with humble heart and bended knees thou praise and extol and magnify that
gracious God, who hath been nigh unto thee, and heard thee, and directed shine operations, and
enlightened thy judgment; for certainly flesh and blood never taught thee thiswhatthe free

gift of that God who giveth to whom he pleaseth. . . . This is the highest perfection to mich a
sublunary Body can be brought, by which we know that God is One, for God is perfection:--t
which, whenever any creature arrives in its kind [according to its naturgpiiteth in Unity, in

which there is no division nor alterity, but peace and rest without contention. . . .

This is the last and noblest conjunction, in which all the mysteries of this microcesrthba
consummation. This is by the wise called their Tetraptive conjunction, whereiu#asa@gle is
reduced to a Circle, in the which there is neither beginning nor end. He that heztth laere,
may sit down at banquet with the Sun and Moon. This is the so highly comntatotedf the
wise, which is without all fear of corruption. . . .

And this work is done without any laying on of hands, and very quickly, when the aua&tters
prepared and made it for it. This work is therefore called a Divine Work.

[In the Commentary upon the Fifth Gate of Ripley, the author, taking up the work iargs m
advanced state, says:--]

Thy Earth [meaning hyself addressing the Seeker] then being renewed, behold how it is decked
with an admirablgreencolor, which is then named the Philosopher's Vineyard. greisnness

after the perfeavhitenessis to thee a token that thyatter[thyself again] hath re-attained,

through the will and power of the Almighty, a new Vegetative Life: observe then hew thi
Philosophical Vine [thyself still] cloth seem to flower, and to bring fortldée green clusters;

know then that thou art now preparing for a rich vintage. [Col. i. 10.]



Thy Stone [thyself] hath already passed through many hazards, ahd geaiiger is not quite
over, although it be not great; for thy former experience may now guide thesh jby do not
make thee mad.

Consider now that thou art in process to a new Work; and though in pehigetesshy Stone

was incombustible, yet in continuing it on the Fire without moving, it is now becomertend

again: therefore, though it be not in so great a danger of Fire now as here&tfarengderacy

may and will certainly spoil all, and undo thy hopes: govern [thyself understood] witbmue,
therefore, while these colors shall come and go, and be not either over-hasty, nor despondent, but
wait the end with patience.

For in a short time thou shalt find that tgienwill be overcome with AZURE, and that by the
pale wan color, which will at length come to a Citrine; which Citrine shall endutbd space
of forty-six days.

Then shalthe Heavenly Fire descend, and illuminate the Efttizself] with inconceivable
glory; the Crown of thy Labors shall be brought unto thee, wheSalshall sit in the South,
shining with redness incomparable.

This is our true Light, our Earth glorified: rejoice now, for our King hath phsen death to
Life, and possesseth the keys of both death and hell, and over him nothing now hath power.
[Rev. i. 18.]

As then it is with those who are redeemed, their Old Man is crucified, whereimag/sor

anguish, grief, heartbreaking, and many tears; after which the New Matoirgedesvherein is

joy, shouting, clapping of hands, singing, and the like; for the ransomed of thehadl return

with songs, and everlasting joy shall be on their heads: even so is it aftejthesauthor

means, precisely after this sort] in our operations; for first of all our Odiy Beeth and rots, and

is, as it were, corrupted, engendering most venomous exhalations, which is, astitevere
Purgatory of this Old Body, in which its corruption is overcome by a long and gentietidac

And when it is once purged, and made clean and pure, then are the elements joined, and make
one perfect, perpetual, indissoluble Unity; so that from henceforth there is nothanbatd

and amity to be found in all our habitations.

This is a noble step, from Hell to Heaven; from the bottom of the grave to the top of Power and
Glory; from obscurity in Blackness, to resplendent whiteness; from the height afdstyeto

the height of Medicine. O Nature! how cost thou alter things into things, casting kewigh

and mighty, and again exalting them from lowliness and humility! O Death! hdahoart
vanquished when thy prisoners are taken from thee, and carried to a state and place of
immortality! This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. [Psi.c¥]|

[The author then proceeds to illustrate the necessity of alternate action tyrah Badies,
before they can be prepared for a change of nature: they must be exposed toth&attd
must be "dried" and "watered" (prospered and saddened), in order to be made mdiable a
yielding, &c., &c., all of which must be done with one Fire, which he immediagdly the
"Spirit proper to it," and then tells us that the wise men have called iM&eus or Goddess of
Love and says:]



Proceed, therefore, not as a fool, but as a wise man; make the water of thy Compoungfthine
spirit] to arise and circulate, so long and often that the Soul, that is to say, theubttesvirtue

of the Body, arise with it, circulating with the Spirit in manner of a Hieym, by which both

the Spirit and Body are enforced to change their color and complexion: for it 8othlisf the
dissolvedBodies, which is the subject of wonders; it is the Life, and therefore quickens the dead,;
it is the Vegetative Soul, and therefore it makes the dead and sealed Bodiksnwtedr own
nature are barren, to fructify and bring forth. . . . If thou hast attended well to what éattoloe
thee in these five Gates, thou art secure; make sure of thy true Matter, suiicball thing to
know, and though we have named it, yet we have done it so cunningly, that, if thou wilt be
heedless, thou mayest sooner stumble at our books than at any thou ever didst reaé.in thy lif
Meddle with nothing out of kind [out of species or nature], whether Salts [generadigt call
corrosives] or Sulphur, or whatever is of like composition; and whatever is alien fronrfée pe
metals [foreign to our natured reprobate in our masterye not deceived either with receipts or
Discourse, for we verily do not intend to deceive thee; but if you will be deceivedcered.

[These writers have a favorite saying theteipts are deceitand yet their books are filled with
them; but their receipts deceive no one who proceeds so far in the knowledge oftthgitoA
understand that it is not a work of the hands, but one of thought and meditation, with which the
life must be kept in unison; for it is the destruction of the whole work not to have the thought and
deed keep company, insuring in the end a perfect union of the intellect and will; fodSalrea

must be indissolubly joined, and when this is done by nature, no Art can separate them.]

An Anonymous Writer (Possibly Eyrenaeus or

Eugenius Philalethes [Thomas Vaughan])
AN OPEN ENTRANCE TO THE CLOSED PALACE OF
THE KING

THE AUTHOR'S PREFACE

I, being an anonymous adept, a lover of learning, and a philosopher, have decreedhgswrite t
little treatise of medicinal, chemical, and physical arcana, in thelgdar after the Birth of

Christ, and in the 23rd year of my age, to assist in conducting my straying brethretheut of
labyrinth of error, and with the further object of making myself known to other Sagjdeg

aloft a torch which may be visible far and wide to those who are groping in the davkness
ignorance. The contents of this Book are not fables, but real experiments whielhsklea,
touched, and handled, as an adept will easily conclude from these lines. | havenoitte
plainly about this Art than any of my predecessors; sometimes | have fosetf orythe very
verge of breaking my vow, and once or twice had to lay down my pen for a seasorgidt | ¢
not resist the inward prompting of God, which impelled me to persevere in the most loving
course, who alone knows the heart, and to whom only be glory for ever. Hence, | undoubtedly
gather that in this last age of the world, many will become blessed by thmiarcthrough what

| have thus faithfully written, for | have not willingly left anything doubtiulhe young

beginner. | know many who with me do enjoy this secret, and am persuaded thahonarwill
also rejoice in its possession. Let the holy Will of God perform what it pleasesgyht | confess
myself an unworthy instrument through whom such great things should be effected.

CHAPTER I.



Of the need of Sulphur for producing the Elixir.

Whoever wishes to possess this secret Golden Fleece, which has virtue to ganstald into
gold, should know that our Stone is nothing but gold digested to the highest degree of purity and
subtle fixation to which it can be brought by Nature and the highest effort ofnéirthas gold

thus perfected is called "our gold," no longer vulgar, and is the ultimate goaluwEN&hese
words, though they may be surprising to some of my readers, are true, as |, an adept, be
witness; and though overwise persons entertain chimerical dreams, Nateteihensst
wonderfully simple. Gold, then, is the one true principle of purification. But our gold is tiyofol
one kind is mature and fixed, the yellow Latten, and its heart or center is purghareby it is
kept from destruction, and only purged in the fire. This gold is our male, and it is sgaunaty

to a more crude white gold--the female seed: the two together being indigsotited,

constitute our fruitful Hermaphrodite. We are told by the Sages that corporal gosijudél it

be conjoined with its bride, with whom the coagulating sulphur, which in gold is outwards, must
be turned inwards. Hence it follows that the substance which we require is )€ ouacerning
this substance, Geber uses the following words: "Blessed be the Most High God wéxb crea
Mercury, and made it an all-prevailing substance.” And it is true that unless we had ylercur
Alchemists might still boast themselves, but all their boasting would be vaicehtds clear

that our Mercury is not common mercury; for all common mercury is a male tapisral,
specific, and dead, while our Mercury is spiritual, female, living, and iexg Attend closely

to what | say about our Mercury, which is the salt of the wise men. The Alchenustarks
without it is like a man who draws a bow without a string. Yet it is found nowhere in a gi@re st
above ground, but has to be extracted by a cunning process out of the substance in which it
exists.

CHAPTER II.
Of the Component Principles of the Mercury of the@es.

Let those who aim to purify Mercury by means of salts, feeces, and other foreigs, lzodl by
strange chemical processes, understand that though our water is variously coroged, i
only one thing, formed by the concretion of divers substances of the same essence. The
components of our water are fire, the vegetable "Saturnian liquid,” and the bond ofyM&hsur
fire is that of mineral Sulphur, which yet can be called neither mineral nollimydtat partakes

of both characters: it is a chaos or spirit, because our fiery Dragon, that ovealbthengs, is

yet penetrated by the odor of the Saturnian liquid, its blood growing together withttinei&

sap into one body which is yet neither a body (since it is all volatile) norit(sjpice in fire it
resembles melted metal). It may thus be very properly described@s cn the mother of all
metals. From this chaos | can extract everything--even the Sun and Moon--without the
transmutatory Elixir. It is called our Arsenic, our Air, our Moon, our Magnet, and loaiyQs:
these names representing the different stages of its development, even unto ésatianibf

the kingly diadem, which is cast out of the menstruum of our harlot. Learn, then, who are the
friends of Cadmus; who is the serpent that devoured them; what the hollow oak to which
Cadmus spitted the serpent. Learn who are the doves of Diana, that overcomenthergbse
gentleness: even the Babylonian dragon, which kills everything with its venanm, ladso, what
are the winged shoes of Mercury, and who are those nymphs whom he charms by sans of
incantations.

CHAPTER II1.
Concerning the Chalybs of the Sages.



Our Chalybs is the true key of our Art, without which the Torch could in no wise be kindled, and
as the true magi have delivered many things concerning it, so among vulgaristciieene is

great contention as to its nature. It is the ore of gold, the purest of all spgésret, infernal,

and yet most volatile fire, the wonder of the world, the result of heavenly virtdies iower
world--for which reason the Almighty has assigned to it a most glorious andegarertty
conjunction, even that notable sign whose nativity is declared in the East. Thiasteam by

the wise men of old, and straightway they knew that a Great King was born iortdeWhen

you see its constellation, follow it to the cradle, and there you will behold afoémfant.

Remove the impurities, look upon the face of the King's Son; open your treasury, give to him
gold, and after his death he will bestow on you his flesh and blood, the highest Medicine in the
three monarchies of the earth.

CHAPTER IV.
Of the Magnet of the Sages.

As steel is attracted towards the magnet. and the magnet turns towardsltrsostiso our
Magnet attracts our Chalybs. Thus, as Chalybs is the ore of gold, so our Magnétuie tre of
our Chalybs. The hidden center of our Magnet abounds in Salt, which Salt is the memnstruum
the Sphere of the Moon, and can calcine gold. This center turns towards the Pole vakietn ar
appetite, in which the virtue of the Chalybs is exalted into degrees. In the RPadeatt of
Mercury, the true fire (in which is the rest of its Master), sailing thidbts great sea that it may
arrive at both the Indies, and direct its course by the aspect of the Northigtarpouwr Magnet
will manifest.

CHAPTER V.
Of the Chaos of the Sages.

Let the student incline his ear to the united verdict of the Sages, who describe khés wor
analogous to the Creation Of the World. In the Beginning God created Heaven dmaiichrt

the Earth was without form and void, and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. These words are suffocidmnd student

of our Art. The Heaven must be united to the Earth on the couch of friendship, so shall he reign
in glory for ever. The Earth is the heavy body, the womb of the minerals, whichighesein

itself, although it brings to light trees and animals. The Heaven is thevghece the great

Lights revolve, and through the air transmit their influences to the lower worlan B

beginning all was one confused cha0sr Chaos is, as it were, a mineral earth (by virtue of its
coagulation), and yet also volatile air--in tenterof which is the Heaven of the Sages, the

Astral Center, which with its light irradiates the earth to its surfadeat\Wan is wise enough to
evolve out of this world a new King, who shall redeem his brothers from their natural
weaknesses, by dying, being lifted on high, and giving his flesh and blood for the life of the
world? | thank Thee, O God, that Thou hast concealed these things from the wise and prudent,
and hast revealed them unto babes!

CHAPTER VI.
Of the Air of the Sages.

Our air, like the air of the firmament, divides the waters; and as the waides the firmament

are visible to us mortals, while we are unable to see the waters above theefityrsonin "our
work" we see the extracentral mineral waters, but are unable to see thdsgtiadugh hidden
within, nevertheless have a real existence. They exist but do not appear urdgettble Artist,

as the author of thdew Lighthas testified. Our air keeps the extracentral waters from mingling



with those at the center. If through the removal of this impediment, they nadvked to mingle,

their union would be indissoluble. Therefore the external vapours and burning sulphur do stiffly
adhere to our chaos, and unable to resist its tyranny, the pure flies awaldrbira in the form

of a dry powder. This then should be your great object. The arid earth must be iragdtad,

pores softened with water of its own kind; then this thief with all the workers of yigtlitoe

cast out, the water will be purged of its leprous stain by the addition of true Sulphyouandl

have the Spring whose waters are sacred to the maiden Queen Diana. This thied iién all

the malignity of arsenic, and is feared and eschewed by the winged youth. The(Gentral

Water be his Spouse, yet the youth cannot come to her, until Diana with the wingsl@fdser
purges the poisonous air, and opens a passage to the bridal chamber. Then the youtkignters ea
through the pores, presently shaking the waters above, and stirring up a rude antbueddy c

Do thou, O Diana, bring in the water over him, even unto the brightness of the Moon! So the
darkness on the face of the abyss will be dispersed by the spirit moving in the Watey, at

the bidding of God, light will appear on the Seventh Day, and then this sophic creating of
Mercury shall be completed, from which time, until the revolution of the year, yowaiajor

the birth of the marvelous Child of the Sun, who will come to deliver his brethren from every
stain.

CHAPTER VII.
Of the First Operation--Preparation of Mercury by eans of the Flying Eagles.

Know, my brother, that the exact preparation of the Eagles of the Sages, is tisé diigineof

our Art. In this first section of our work, nothing is to be done without hard and persewking t
though it is quite true that afterwards the substance develops under the influencesdiegntl
without any imposition of hands. The Sages tell us that their Eagles must betaken tolgevour t
Lion, and that they gain the victory all the sooner if they are very numerous; aldeethantber

of the work varies between 7 and 9. The Mercury of the Sages is the Bird of Heawesa(led

a goose, now a pheasant). But the Eagles are always mentioned in the plural, androomer f
to 10. Yet this is not to be understood as if there should be so many weights or parts arthe wat
to one of the earth, but the water must be taken so oftentimes acuated or sharpeneauss ther
Eagles numbered. This acuation is made by sublimation. There is, then, one sublintaton of
Mercury of the Sages, when one Eagle is mentioned, and the seventh sublimation will s
strengthen your Mercury, that the Bath of your King will be ready. . . Leetlhgou now how

this part of the work is performed. Take 4 parts of our fiery Dragon, in whose belly is hide
magic Chalybs, and 9 parts of our Magnet; mingle them by means of a fieyoe time form of

a mineral water, the foam of which must be taken away. Remove the shell, and takeg¢he ke
Purge what remains once more by means of fire and the Sun, which may be doneSssiiy i
shall have seen himself in the mirror of Mars. Then you will obtain our Chameleon, or, @haos
which all the virtues of our Art are potentially present. This is the infant &g@rrodite, who,
through the bite of a mad dog, has been rendered so fearful of water, that though of a kindred
nature, it always eschews and avoids it. But in the grove of Diana are two ddstha its

rabid madness if applied by the art of the nymph Mercury. Take it and plunge it watdetillv

it perish therein; then the rabid and black dog will appear panting and half suffedawe him
down with vigorous blows, and the darkness will be dispelled. Give it wings when the Moon is
full, and it will fly away as an Eagle, leaving the doves of Diana dead (thougin, fivkt taken

they should be living). Repeat this seven times, and your work is done; the getitlie which
follows is child's play and a woman's work.

CHAPTER VIII.



Of the Difficulty and Length of the First Operation

Some Alchemists fancy that the work from beginning to end is a mere idle embamdj but
those who make it so will reap what they have sovin;nhothing. We know that next to the
Divine Blessing, and the discovery of the proper foundation, nothing is so important as
unwearied industry and perseverance in this First Operation. It is no wonder, thea,rttany
students of this Art are reduced to beggary; they are afraid of work and look upon our Art as
mere sport for their leisure moments. For no labour is more tedious than that which the
preparatory part of our enterprise demands. Morienus earnestly entreaitsgie ¢onsider this
fact, and says that many Sages have complained of the tedium of our work. "Taarehdetic
mass orderly,” says the Poet, "is matter of much time and labour"-and the nbblechtite
Hermetical Arcanum describes it as an Herculean task. There are sanmpainiyies clinging to
our first substance, and a most powerful intermediate agent is required forgbsepaf
eliciting from our polluted menstruum the Royal Diadem. But when you have oncegatepa
your Mercury, the most formidable part of your task is accomplished, and youndudgd in
that rest which is sweeter than any work, as the Sage says.

CHAPTER IX.
On the Superiority of our Mercury over All Metals.

Our Mercury is that Serpent which devoured the companions of Cadmus, after having first
swallowed Cadmus himself, though he was far stronger than they. Yet Cadmusendty

transfix this Serpent, when he has coagulated it with his Sulphur. Know that this, our Misrcury
a King among metals, and dissolves them by changing their Sulphur into a kindcediahe
substance. The Mercury of one, two, or three eagles bears rule over Saturn,ahgpianus.

The Mercury of from three to seven eagles sways the Moon; that of ten eagiesveasver

the Sun; our Mercury is nearer than any other unto theefigif metals; it has power to enter
metallic bodies, and to manifest their hidden depths.

CHAPTER X.
On the Sulphur which is in the Mercury of the Sages

It is a marvelous fact that our Mercury contains active Sulphur, and yet pseteferm and

all the properties of Mercury. Hence it is necessary that a form be inttbtherein by our
preparation, which form is a metallic sulphur. This Sulphur is the inward fire whicescthes
putrefaction of the composite Sun. This sulphureous fire is the spiritual seed whichgdar Vi

(still remaining immaculate) has conceived. For an uncorrupted virginityts.dfra spiritual

love, as experience and authority affirm. The two (the passive and the activelg@ricambined

we call our Hermaphrodite. When joined to the Sun, it softens, liquefies, and dissolites it w
gentle heat. By means of the same fire it coagulates itself; ansl dnaigulation produces the

Sun. Our pure and homogeneous Mercury, having conceived inward Sulphur (through our Art),
coagulates itself under the influence of gentle outward heat, like the cremaitk-e& subtle earth
floating on the water. When it is united to the Sun, it is not only not coagulated, but the
composite substance becomes softer day by day; the bodies are almost dissolveds@initst

begin to be coagulated, with a black colour and a most fetid smell. Hence it appe#ns

spiritual metallic Sulphur is in truth theoving principle in our Artit is really volatile or

unmatured gold, and by proper digestion is changed into that metal. If joined to geldedtis

not coagulated, but dissolves the corporal gold, and remains with it, being dissolved, under one
form, although before the perfect union death must precede, that so they may he temited af
death, not simply in a perfect unity, but in a thousand times more than perfect perfection.



CHAPTER XI.
Concerning the Discovery of the Perfect Magistery.

There are those who think that this Art was first discovered by Solomon, or ragiaetachto

him by Divine Revelation. But though there is no reason for doubting that so wise and
profoundly learned a sovereign was acquainted with our Art, yet we happen to knbe et

not the first to acquire the knowledge. It was possessed by Hermes, theai,gypti some other
Sages before him; and we may suppose that they first sought a simple exaltatiperfgct

metals into regal perfection, and that it was at first their endeavour to developriievhich is
most like to gold in its weight and properties, into perfect gold. This, however, no dégree
ingenuity could effect by any fire, and the truth gradually broke on their mindarthiaternal

heat was required as well as an external one. So they rejected aquadoaliscarrosive

solvents, after long experiments with the same--also all salts, excekinthavhich is the first
substance of all salts, which dissolves all metals and coagulates Mercurgt twithout

violence, whence that kind of agent is again separated entire, both in weight andreimube
things it is applied to. They saw that the digestion of Mercury was preventeddiy egueous
crudities and earthy dross; and thatrddical nature of these impurities rendered their
elimination impossible, except by the complete inversion of the whole compound. They knew
that Mercury would become fixed if it could be freed from their defiling preseasci contains
fermenting sulphur, which is only hindered by these impurities from coagula&nghole
mercurial body. A t length they discovered that Mercury, in the bowels of ttie wars intended
to become a metal, and that the process of development was only stopped by theesgwathiti
which it had become tainted. They found that that which should be active in the Mercury was
passive; and that its infirmity could not be remedied by any means, excagto@ction of

some kindred principle from without. Such a principle they discovered in metallic sulghain, w
stirred up the passive sulphur in the Mercury, and by allying itself with it]ledgbe aforesaid
impurities. But in seeking to accomplish this practically, they were metdiyer great

difficulty. In order that this sulphur might be effectual in purifying the Meycit was
indispensable that it should itself be pure. All their efforts to purify it, howevee, edemed to
failure. At length they bethought them that it might possibly be found somewheaturehh a
purified condition--and their search was crowned with success. They sougatsagphur in a
pure state, and found it cunningly concealed in the House of the Ram. This sulphur mingled most
eagerly with the offspring of Saturn, and the desired effect was speedily pdediiter the
malignant venom of the "air" of Mercury had been tempered (as alreadytbett some length)
by the Doves of Venus. Then life was joined to life by means of the liquid; the dry wa
moistened; the passive was stirred into action by the active; the dead wad bsvike living.

The heavens were indeed temporarily clouded over, but after a copious downpour of rain,
serenity was restored. Mercury emerged in a hermaphroditic state. Then tegyipia the fire;

in no long time they succeeded in coagulating it, and in its coagulation they found the Sun and
the Moon in a most pure state. Then they considered that, before its coagulation, thig Mercur
was not a metal, since, on being volatilised, it left no residue at the bottom of ihiaglist

vessel; hence they called it unmatured gold and their living (or quick) sihasolbccurred to
them that if gold were sown, as it were, in the soil of its own first substancecetiteace would
probably be enhanced; and when they placed gold therein, the fixed was volatiliseddthe
softened, the coagulated dissolved, to the amazement of Nature herself. Feasthisthey
wedded these two to each other, put them in a still over the fire, and for many dagtecetnd
heat in accordance with the requirements of Nature. Thus the dead was revived, the body



decayed, and a glorified spirit rose from the grave; the soul was exatigdarQuintessence,--
the Universal Medicine for animals, vegetables, and minerals.

CHAPTER XII.
The Generic Method of Making the Perfect Magistery.

The greatest secret of our operation is no other than a cohobation of the nature of one thing
above the other, until the most digested virtue be extracted out of the digested bodyudehe
one. But there are hereto requisite: Firstly, an exact measurement andtpred the
ingredients required; secondly, an exact fulfillment of all external conditibindly a proper
regulation of the fire; fourthly, a good knowledge of the natural propertié® ciubbstances; and
fifthly, patience, in order that the work may not be marred by overgreat Qdsik these points
we will now speak in their proper order.

CHAPTER XIII.
Of the Use of Mature Sulphur in the Work of the Eir.

We have spoken of the need of Mercury, and have described its properties moreapthinly
straightforwardly than has ever been done before. God knows that we do not grudge the
knowledge of this Art to our brother men; and we are not afraid that it can ever béeome t
property of any unworthy person. So long as the secret is possessed by a toaehpanaall
number of philosophers, their lot is anything but a bright and happy one; surrounded a®we ar
every side by the cruel greed and the prying suspicion of the multitude, we are dakened, |
Cain, to wander over the earth homeless and friendless. Not for us are the sootengesfof
domestic happiness, not for us the delightful confidences of friendship. Men who covet our
golden secret pursue us from place to place, and fear closes our lips when love teonppens t
ourselves freely to a brother. Thus we feel prompted at times to burst forth intcdhetele
exclamation of Cain: "Whoever finds me will slay me." Yet we are not the mausdef our
brethren; we are anxious only to do good to our fellow-men. But even our kindness and
charitable compassion are rewarded with black ingratitude--ingrathatleries to heaven for
vengeance. It was only a short time ago that, after visiting the plagglees haunts of a certain
city, and restoring the sick to perfect health by means of my miraculous neediftound myself
surrounded by a yelling mob, who demanded that | should give to them my Elixir of tlee Sage
and it was only by changing my dress and my name, by shaving off my beard and pudting on
wig, that | was enabled to save my life, and escape from the hands of thoss mvérkeAnd

even when our lives are not threatened, it is not pleasant to find ourselves, whergoetive
central objects of human greed. . . . | know of several persons who were found strarigdad in t
beds, simply because they were suspected of possessing this secret, thoulgly, thegknew

no more about it than their murderers; it was enough for some desperate ruffteaasnéna
whisper of suspicion had been breathed against their victims. Men are so eager tshave thi
Medicine that your very caution will arouse their suspicions, and endanger fetyr Again, if
you desire to sell any large quantity of your gold and silver, you will be @malolo so without
imminent risk of discovery. The very fact that anyone has a great massio fbotlsale would

in most places excite suspicion. This feeling will be strengthened when pesiptleet quality of
our gold; for it is much finer and purer than any of the gold which is brought from Badoary
from the Guinea Coast; and our silver is better even than that which is conveyed hbme by t
Spanish silver fleet. If, in order to baffle discovery, you mix these preciotzswath alloy,

you render yourself liable, in England and Holland at least, to capital punistioréntthose
countries no one is permitted to tamper with the precious metals except thes affites mint,

and the licensed goldsmiths. | remember once going, in the disguise of a foeithant to a



goldsmith's shop, and offering him 600 pounds worth of pure silver for sale. He subjexted it t
the usual tests, and the said: "This silver is artificially prepared” Waskeld him why he

thought so, his answer was: "l am not a novice in my profession, and know very well the exac
quality of the silver which is brought from the different mines.” When | heard tih@sks | took
myself away with great secrecy and dispatch leaving the silver in the dfatigsgoldsmith. On

this account, and by reason of the many and great difficulties which beset us sésspissof

this Stone, on every side, we do elect to remain hidden, and will communicate the Art to those
who are worthily covetous of our secrets, and then mark what public good will betalbutV
Sulphur, our Mercury would never be properly coagulated for our supernatural wertkiat

male substance, while Mercury may be called the female; and all Sagbatsay tincture can

be made without its latten, which latten is gold, without any double speaking. Wise men,
notwithstanding, can find this substance even on the dunghill; but the ignorant are unable to
discern it even in gold. The tincture of gold is concealed in the gold of the Sédu&s|s the

most highly matured of bodies; but as a raw material it exists only in our Mpacutyt (gold)
receives from Mercury the multiplication of its seed, but in virtue rather thaeight. The

Sages say that common gold is dead, while theirs is living; and common gold is deadnmethe sa
sense in which a grain of wheat is dead, while it is surrounded by dry air; andtodifegs

swirls, softens, and germinates only when it is put into moist earth. In thisgdso, is

dead, so long as it is surrounded by the corporeal husk, always allowing, of coutise great
difference between a vegetable grain and metallic gold grain is quickened iwateronly;

and as wheat, while it remains in the barn is called grain, and is not destined to be duickene
because it is to be used for bread making--but changes its name, when it is sowreid, thedi

is then called seedcorsg our gold, while it is in the form of rings, plate, and coins, is called
commongold, because in that state it is likely to remain unchanged to the end of the world; but
potentiallyit is even then the gold of the Sages, because if sown in its own proper element, it
would in a few days become the Chaos of the Sages. Hence the Sages bid you revack the de
(i.e., the gold which already appeared doomed to a living death) and mortify theilinte
Mercury which, imparting life to the gold, is itself deprived of the vital ppiec Their gold is

taken in a dead, their water in a living, state, and by their composition and briehctied dead
gold revives and the living Mercury diase., the spirit is coagulated, the body is dissolved, and
thus both putrefy together, until all the members of the compound are torn into atoms. The
mystery of our Art, which we conceal with so great care, is the preparatibe bfercury,

which above ground is not to be found made ready to our hand. But when it is prepared, it is "our
water" in which gold is dissolved, whereby the latent life of the gold isesstdnd receives the

life of the dissolving Mercury, which is to gold what good earth is to the grain atwhéen

the gold has putrefied in the Mercury, there arises out of the decomposition of deattbady,

of the same essence, but of a glorified substance. Here you have the whole adbsophin a
nutshell. There is no secret about it, except the preparation of Mercury, itsngwgh the

gold in the right proportions, and the regulation of the fire in accordance with itseraquis.

Gold by itself does not fear the fire; hence the great point is, to temper the theatapacity of

the Mercury. If the Mercury is not properly prepared, the gold remains common galgl, be
joined with an improper agent; it continues unchanged, and no degree of heat will help it to put
off its corporeal nature. Without our Mercury the seaes, old) cannot be sown; and if gold is
not sown in its proper element, it cannot be quickened any more than the corn which the West
Indians keep underground, in air-tight stone jars, can germinate. | know thatedbme s
constituted "Sages" will take exception to this teaching, and say that common gole@ind



Mercury are not the substance of our Stone. But one question will suffice to $ileimce
objections: Have they ever actually prepared our Tincture? | have preparee ithan once,

and daily have it in my power; hence | may perhaps be permitted to speak as one having
authority. Go on babbling about your rain water collected in May, your Salts, yoor Spkich

is more potent than the foul fiend himself," ye self-styled philosophers; rag af you like; all

you say is conclusively refuted by this one fact--you cannot make the Stone. ¥é#yethat

gold and Mercury are the only substances of our Stone, | know what | am writing ambthe
Searcher of all hearts knows also that | say true. The time has arrived wmesyvepeak more
freely about this Art. For Elias the artist is at hand, and glorious thingteadyaspoken of the

City of God. | possess wealth sufficient to buy the whole world--but as yay hot use it on
account of the craft and cruelty of wicked men. It is not from jealousy that ¢abas much as |

do: God knows that | am weary of this lonely, wandering life, shut out from the bonds of
friendship, and almost from the face of God. | do not worship the golden calf, before which our
Israelites bow low to the ground; let it be ground to powder like the brazen serpenthdtope

a few years gold (not as given by God, but as abused by man) will be so comntboshatho

are now so mad after it, shall contemptuously spurn aside this bulwark of Antichristwillhe

the day of our deliverance be at hand when the streets of the new Jerusalemdavatpaged,

and its gates are made of great diamonds. The day is at hand when, by meamsyoBtog,

gold will have become as common as dirt; when we Sages shall find rest for thefsnlefeet,

and render fervent thanks to God. My heart conceives unspeakable things, and is enlarged for t
good of the Israel of God. These words | utter forth with a herald's clarion topdsdk is the
precursor of Elias, designed to prepare the Royal way of the Master; and wouold tioeGby its
means all men might become adepts in our Art--for then gold, the great idol of mankind, would
lose its value, and we should prize it only for its scientific teaching. Viviuedd be loved for its
own sake. | am familiar with many possessors of this Art who regantsibes the great point of
honour. But | have been enabled by God to take a different view of the matter; amigt | fir
believe that | can best serve the Israel of God, and put my talent out at usugkibg this

secret knowledge the common property of the whole world. Hence | have notedniéh

flesh and blood, nor attempted to obtain the consent of my Brother Sages. If the me#tedsu
according to my desire and prayer, they will all rejoice that | have publistseeBdbk.

CHAPTER XIV.
Of the Circumstantial and Accidental Requisites afir Art.

We have weeded out all vulgar errors concerning our Art, and have shown that goldremg Me
are the only substances required. We have shown that this gold is to be understood, not
metaphorically, but in a truly philosophical sense. We have also declared ouryerbartrue
quicksilver, without any ambiguity of acceptation. The latter, we have told you b@ausade by

art, and be a key to the former. We have made everything as clear as nondday; teaching

is based, not on hearsay, or on the writings of others, but on our own personal and oft repeated
experience. The things we faithfully declare are what we have both seen and krehavéV

made and do possess the Stone--the great Elixir. Moreover, we do not grudgs you thi
knowledge, but wish you to attain it out of this Book. We have spoken out more plainly than any
of our predecessors; and our Receipt, apart from the fact that we have mbthiadje by their

proper names, is perfectly trustworthy. It remains for us to give you prangcal tests by

which the goodness or unsuitableness of your Mercury may be known, and some directions for
amending its defects. When you have living Mercury and gold, there remains to be



accomplished, first, the purging of the Mercury and the gold, then their espowssaihadly the
regulation of the fire.

CHAPTER XV.
Of the Incidental Purging of Mercury and Gold.

Perfect gold is found in the bowels of the earth in little pieces, or in sand. lapaneet with
this unmixed gold, it is pure enough; if not, purge it with antimony or royal cement,| dr boi
with aqua fortis, the gold being first granulated. Then smelt it, remove the impireesg and
it is ready. But Mercury needs inward and essential purging, which ratkeaising is brought
about by the addition of true Sulphur, little by little, according to the number of thhesE@ben
it also needs an incidental purgation for the purpose of removing from its surfacgthgies
which have, by the essential purgation, been ejected from the center. This rocess
absolutely necessary, but it is useful, as it accelerates the work. Thetafergour Mercury,
which you have purified with a suitable number of Eagles, sublime it threewitiesommon
salt and iron filings, and wash it with vinegar and a moderate quantity of saltsnadnia, then
dry and distill in a glass retort, over a gradually increasing fire, untivbiede of the Mercury
has ascended. Repeat this four times, then boil the Mercury in spirits of vinegariour,
stirring it constantly. Then pour off the vinegar, and wash off its acidity by afplesftusion of
spring water. Dry the Mercury, and its splendour will be wonderful. You may wasth itvvie,
or vinegar and salt, and so spare the sublimation; but then distill it at least fauniimeut
addition, after you have perfected all the eagles, or washings, washciwatileeat retort every
time with ashes and water; then boil it in distilled vinegar for half a dayngtit strongly at
times. Pour off the blackish vinegar, add new, then wash with warm water. Thisspsoces
designed to purge away the internal impurities from the surface. Thesetiegoyou may
perceive if, on mixing Mercury with purest gold, you place the amalgam onta sti@et of
paper. The sooty blackness which is then seen on the paper is purged away by this process

CHAPTER XVI
Of the Amalgam of Mercury and Gold, and of theirspective Proportions.

When you have done all this, take one part of pure and laminated gold, or fine gold frlshgs, a
two parts of Mercury, put them in a heated (marble).gr,heated with boiling water, being
taken out of which it dries quickly, and holds the heat a long time. Grind with an ivoryssy gla
or stone, or iron, or boxwood pestle (the iron pestle is not so good; | use a pestle 9f crystal
pound them, | say, as small as the painters grind their colours; then add water sakaestteem
mass as consistent as half melted butter. The mixture should be fixable anddspérnait itself

to be moulded into little globules--like moderately soft butter; it should be of suas&sEncy

as to yield to the gentlest touch. Moreover, it should be of the same temperatugadbtpand
one part should not be more liquid than another. The mixture will be more or less soft, according
to the proportion of Mercury which it contains; but it must be capable of forming into tttlese |
globules, and the Mercury should not be more lively at the bottom than at the top. If tharamal
be left undisturbed, it will at once harden; you must therefore judge of the mehésraixture,
while you are stirring it; if it fulfills the above conditions, it is good. These tspirit of vinegar,

and dissolve in it a third part of salt of ammonia, put the amalgam into this liquid, |ehohee w
boil for a quarter-of-an-hour in a long necked glass vessel; then take the mixtafehaugjlass
vessel, pour off the liquid, heat the mortar, and pound the amalgam (as above) vigaralsly
wash away all blackness with hot water. Put it again into the liquid, let it boil upraresin

the glass vessel, pound it as before, and wash it. Repeat this process until the bkckness
entirely purged out. The amalgam will then be as brilliant and white as the gitlvess Once



more regulate the temperature of the amalgam according to the ruleslgpven your labour

will be richly rewarded. If the amalgam be not quite soft enough, add a litteukyehen boil

it in pure water, and free it from all saltness and acidity. Pour off the,vaagdry the

amalgam. Make quite sure that it is thoroughly dried, by waving it to and fro on the point of a
knife over a sheet of white paper.

CHAPTER XVIL.
Concerning the Size, Form, Material, and Mode of &ging the Vessel.

Let your glass distilling vessel be round or oval; large enough to hold neither moneictotess
than an ounce of distilled water in the body thereof. Let the height of the vasséllse about

one palm, hand-breath, or span, and let the glass be clear and thick (the thickerrirsobettg

as it is clear and clean, and permits you to distinguish what is going on withinrelibickness
should be uniform. The substance which will go into this vessel consists of 1/2 oz. of gold, and
one oz. of mercury; and if you have to add 1/3 oz. of mercury, the whole compound will still be
less than 2 0z. The glass should be strong in order to prevent the vapours which arise from our
embryo bursting the vessel. Let the mouth of the vessel be very carefullifestdatly secured

by means of a thick layer of sealing-wax. The utensils and the mategaisetbare not then

very expensive--and if you use my thick distilling-vessel you will avoid loss lakage. The

other instruments that are requisite are not dear. | know that many widxe&ption to this
statement; they will say that the pursuit of our Art is a matter of all butusiaxpense. But my
answer consists in a simple question: What is the object of our Art? Is it not tdlhraake
Philosopher's Stone--to find the liquid in which gold melts like ice in tepid water? Arbsie t
good people who are so eager in their search after "Mercury of the Sun," and "Mty
Moon," and who pay so high a price for their materials, ever succeed in this objegctaihet
answer this question in the affirmative. One florin will buy enough of the substénoe water

to quicken two pounds of mercury, and make it the true Mercury of the Sages. But, of course,
glass vessels, coals, earthen vessels, a furnace, iron vessels, and alihezntsticannot be

bought for nothing. Without a perfect body, our atig,, gold, there can be no Tincture; and our
Stone is at first vile, immature, and volatile, but when complete it is perfedpymseand fixed.
These two aspects of our Stone are the body, gold, and the spirit, or quicksilver.

CHAPTER XVIII.
Of the Furnace, or Athanor of the Sages.

| have spoken about Mercury, Sulphur, the vessel, their treatment, etc., etc.; and,epfadours
these things are to be understood with a grain of salt. You must understand that in thiegprece
chapters | have spoken metaphorically; if you take my words in a litera, senswill reap no
harvest except your outlay. For instance, when | name the principal subd¢sancasy and

gold--1 do not mean common gold in the state in which it is sold at the goldsmiths--but emus
prepared by means of our Art. Yawayfind our gold in common gold and silver; but it is easier
to make the Stone than to get its first-substance out of common gold. "Our goldClsatbe
whose soul has not been taken away by fire. The soul of common gold has retired before the
fiery tyranny of Vulcan into the inmost citadel. If you seek our gold in a sulisiatermediate
between perfection and imperfection, you will find it; but otherwise, you must timbgates of
common gold by the first preparatory process (chap. xv.), by which the charm ofyits bod
broken, and the husband enabled to do his Work;. If you choose the former course, you shall use
only gentle heat; in the latter case, you will require a fierce firehBrg you will be hopelessly
lost in a labyrinth, if you do not know your way out of it. But whether you choose our gold, or
common gold, you will in either case need an even and continual fire. If you take owrogold,



will finish the work a few months sooner, and the Elixir will be ten times moréopiethan that
prepared from common gold. If you work with "our gold," you will be assisted imli¢cgation,
putrefaction, and dealbation by its gentle inward (natural) heat. But in the casarabn gold,

this heat has to be applied externally by foreign substances, so as to rendar utiibh with

the Virgin's Milk. In neither case, however, can anything be effected withewatid of fire. It

was not, then, in vain that Hermes counts fire next to the Sun and Moon as the governor of the
work. But this is to be understood of the truly secret furnace, which a vulgar eye nwever sa
There is also another furnace, which is called our common furnace, made of pentiier'sreof

iron and brass plates, well compacted with clay. This furnace we call Athaddheashape

which | like best is that of a tower with a "nest" at the top. The "tower" dhmmibbout three feet
high, and nine fingers wide within the plates. A little above the ground, let therettbe a li
opening of about three or four fingers wide, for removing the cinders; over thatshioelld be a
fireplace built with stones. Above this, we place the furnace itself, which should bessoch a
exclude all draughts and currents of air. The coals are put in from above, apdrthesashould
then be carefully closed. But it is not necessary that your furnace shoully epactspond to

the description which | have given, so long as it fulfills the following conditifrssty, it must

be free from draughts; secondly, it must enable you to vary the temperathmitwémoving

your vessel; thirdly, you must be able to keep up in it a fire for ten or twelve hotirgutvi

looking to it. Then the door of our Art will be opened to you; and when you have prepared the
Stone, you may procure a small portable stove, for the purpose of multiplying it.

CHAPTER XIX.
Of the Progress of the Work during the first Foriyays.

When you have prepared our gold and Mercury in the manner described, put it into our vessel
and subject it to the action of our fire; within 40 days you will see the whole substameerted

into atoms, without any visible motion, or perceptible heat (except that it isgonst)wif you do

not yet rightly know the meaning of "our gold," take one part of common gold (wellgal)rifi

and three parts of our Mercury (thoroughly purged), put them together as diotapdxvi),

place them over the fire, and there keep them at the boiling point, till they sme#tea sweat
circulates. At the end of 90 days you will find that the Mercury has separatedumnited all the
elements of the common gold. Boil the mixture 50 days longer, and you will discoveuthat
Mercury has changed the common gold into "our gold,"” which is the Medicine of thedrst or

It is already our Sulphur, but it has not yet the power of tinging. This method has besedol

by many Sages, but it is exceedingly slow and tedious, and is only for the rich aftthe ea
Moreover, when you have got this Sulphur do not think that you possess the Stone, but only its
true Matter, which you may seek in an imperfect thing, and find it within a week, @®asuryet

rare way, reserved of God for His poor, contemned, and abject saints. Hereof I\lwave no
determined to write much, although in the beginning of this Book | decreed to bury it isilenc
This is the one great sophism of all adepts; some speak of this common gold and sihagr, and s
the truth, and others say that we cannot use it, and they too, say the truth. But in the presence of
God. | will call all our adepts to account and charge them with jealous surlintess.Had
determined to tread the same path, but God's hand confounded my scheme. | say then, that both
ways are true, and come to the same thing in the end--but there is a vastadifédrire

beginning. Our whole Art consists in the right preparation of our Mercury and our gold. O
Mercury is our way, and without it nothing is effected. Our gold is not common gold, but it ma
be found in it; and if you operate on our Mercury with common gold (regulating the fire in t

right way), you will after 150 days have our gold, since our gold is obtained from ocuryler



Hence if common gold have all its atoms thoroughly severed by means of our Mencuthygia
reunited by the same agency, the whole mixture will, under the influence, dddaeme our

gold. But, if, without this preparatory purging, you were to use common gold with ouaiMerc

for the purpose of preparing the Stone, you would be sadly mistaken; and this isithe gre
Labyrinth in which most beginners go astray, because the Sages in writheg®ftays as two
ways, purposely obscure the fact that they are oméway (though of course the one is more
direct than the other). The gold of the Sages may then be prepared out of our common gold and
our Mercury, from which there may afterwards be obtained by repeatedalitjoas, Sulphur

and Quicksilver which is incombustible, and tinges all things else. In this sensépmeiissSto

be found in all metals and minerals, since our gold may be got from them allebueasily, of
course, from gold and silver. Some have found it in tin, some in lead, but most of those who have
pursued the more tedious method, have found it in gold. Of course, if our gold be prepared in the
way | have described, out of common gold (in the course of 150 days), instead of being found
ready made, it will not be so effectual, and the preparation of the Stone will12Rey&ars

instead of 7 months. | know both ways, and prefer the shorter one; but | have described the
longer one as well in order that | may not draw down upon myself the scathing witagh of
"Sages." The great difficulty which discourages all beginners is nottofé&amaking: the

Sages have created it by speaking of the longer operation when they meanténeosbopand

vice versalf you choose common gold, you should espouse it to Venus (copper), lay them
together on the bridal bed, and, on bringing a fierce fire to bear on them, you will sxedlam

of the Great Work in the following succession of colours: black, the peacock's tail, avhiige,

and red. Then repeat the same operation with Mercury (called Virgin's Msik)g the "fire of

the Bath of Dew," and (towards the end) sand mixed with ashes. The substancst wilif a

much deeper black, and then a completer white and red. Hence if you know our Art, extract our
gold from our Mercury (this is the shorter way), and thus perform the whole operatioonsi
substanceviz., Mercury); if you can do this, you will have attained to the perfection of
philosophy. In this method, there is no superfluous trouble: the whole work, from beginning to
end, is based upon one broad foundation--whereas if you take common gold, you must operate
on two substances, and both will have to be purified by an elaborate process. Ifgentldlili
consider what | have said, you have in your hand a means of unraveling all the apparent
contradictions of the Sages. They speak of three operations: the first, by whichatenatural

heat expels all cold through the aid of external fire; the second, wherein goldad puitig our
Mercury, through the mediation of Venus, and under the influence of a fiercédrtiird, in

which common gold is mixed with our Mercury, and the ferment of Sulphur added. But if you
will receive my advice, you will not be put out by any willful obscurity on the patie@fages.

Our sulphur you should indeed strive to discover; and if God enlightens you, you will find it in
our Mercury. Before the living God | swear that my teaching is tru@ufoperate on Mercury

and pure common gold, you may find "our gold" in 7 to 9 months, and "our silver" in 5 months.
But when you have these, you have not yet prepared our 8tangtorious sight will not

gladden your eyes until you have been at work for a year-and-a-half. Byrthajiou may

obtain the elixir by subjecting the substance to very gentle continuous heat.

CHAPTER XX.
Of the Appearance of Blackness in the Work of therSsand Moon.

If you operate on gold and silver, for the purpose of finding our Sulphur, let your substsince f
become like a thin paste, or boiling water, or liquid pitch; for the operation of our gold and
Mercury is prefigured by that which happens in the preparation of common gold with our



Mercury. Take your substance and place it in the furnace, regulate the firdypfopthe space

of twenty days, in which time you will observe various colours, and about the end of the fourt
week, if the fire be continuous, you will see a most amiable greenness, whigst¥or about

ten days. Then rejoice, for in a short time it will be as a black coal, and your eama®und

shall be reduced to atoms. The operation is a resolution of the fixed into the not fixed that both
afterwards, being conjoined, may make one matter, partly spiritual and gragtyral. Once

more, | assure you, the regulation of the fire is the only thing that | have hrddeydu. Given

the proper regimen, take the Stone, govern it as you know how, and then these wonderful
phenomena will follow: The fire will at once dissolve the Mercury and the Sulphur &kethe
Sulphur will be burnt, and change its colours from day to day; the Mercury will prove
incombustible, and only be gradually tinged (and purified, without being infectddjhait

colours of the Sulphur. Let the heaven stoop to the earth, till the latter has conceivediyheave
seed. When you see the substances mingle in your distilling vessel, and assappednance

of clotted and burnt blood, be sure that the female has received the seed of the male. About
seventeen days afterwards your substance will begin to wear a yelldwntigty, or foamy
appearance. At this time, you must take care not to let the embryo escape fromsgeurfar it

will give out a greenish, yellow, black, and bluish vapour and strive to burst the viegsal. |

allow these vapours (which are continuous when the Embryo is formed) to escapeprfour w
will be hopelessly marred. Nor should you allow any of the odour to make its wayhtaoyg

little hole or outlet; for the evaporation would considerably weaken the strength abtiee S
Hence the true Sage seals up the mouth of his vessel most carefully. Let ragyadyis

moreover, not to neglect your fire, or move or open the vessel, or slacken the process of
decoction, until you find that the quantity of the liquid begins to diminish; if this happens aft
thirty days, rejoice, and know that you are on the right road. Then be doubly carefuduand y
will, at the end of another fortnight, find that the earth has become quite dry and of aaa&ep bl
This is the death of the compound; the winds have ceased, and there is a great calmharthis is t
great simultaneous eclipse of the Sun and Moon, when the Sea also has disappearedsOur Cha
is then ready, from which, at the bidding of God, all the wonders of the world maysuebes
emerge.

CHAPTER XXI.
Of the Caution required to avoid Burning the Flowsr

The burning of the flowers is fatal, yet soon committed: it is chiefly to belgdargainst after

the lapse of the third week. In the beginning there is so much moisture thatié the foo

fierce it will dry up the liquid too quickly, and you will prematurely obtain a dry retdeo,

from which the principle of life has flown; if the fire be not strong enough the sidestall not

be properly matured. Too powerful a fire prevents the true union of the substances. dmue uni
only takes place in water. Bodies collide, but do not unite; only liquids (and spirntguba

mingle their substance. Hence our homogeneous metallic water must be allowed toaik it
properly, and should not be dried up, until this perfect mutual absorption has taken place in a
natural manner. Premature drying only destroys the germ of life, sti&egtive principle on

the head as with a hammer, and renders it passive. A red powder is indeed produced, but long
before the time: for redness should be preceded by blackness. It is true ti@bagihning of

our work, when heaven is wedded to earth, and earth conceives the fire of nature,@ured col
does appear. But the substance is then sufficiently moist; and the redness sooaygtees w
green colour, which in its turn gradually yields to blackness. Do not be in a hurryutding be
just powerful enough, but not too powerful; steer a straight course betweea Syl



Charybdis: you will behold in your vessel a variety of colours and grotesaséomaations--

until the substance settles down into a powder of intense blackness. This should happen within
the first fifty days. If it does not, either your Mercury, or the regulatioyoaf fire, or the
composition of your substance is at fault--if, indeed, you have not moved or shaken y®ur glas
vessel

CHAPTER XXII.
Of the Regimen of Saturn.

All the Sages who have written on our Art, have spoken of the work and regimen of Saturn;
their remarks have led many to choose common lead as the substance of the Stone. But you
should know that over Saturn, or lead, is a much nobler substance than gold. It is theriking ea
in which the soul of gold is joined to Mercury, that they may bring forth Adam and &<,
Wherefore, since the highest has so lowered itself as to become the lowest, @@atiyhat

its blood may be the means of redeeming all its brethren. The Tomb in which our Kinigds bur

is that which we call Saturn, and it is the key of the work of transmutation; happy ohmaw

salute this planet, and call it by its right name. It is a boon which is obtained bgs$kaglof

God alone; it is not of him that willeth, or of him that runneth; but God bestoweth it on whom He
will.

CHAPTER XXIII.
Of the different Regimens of this Work.

Let me assure you that in our whole work there is nothing hidden but the regimen, oftwhich i
was truly said by the Sage that whoever knows it perfectly will be honoured byspaimte
potentates. | tell you plainly that if this one point were clearly set forthAdwould become
mere women's work and child's play: there would be nothing in it but a simple process of
"cooking." Hence it has always been most carefully concealed by gjes.Fut | have
determined to write in a more sympathetic and kindly spirit: know then that oureregim
throughout consists in coction and digestion, but that it implies a good many other @ocesse
which those jealous Sages have made to appear different by describing themfterdet di
names. But we intend to speak more openly in regard to this subject.

CHAPTER XXIV.
Of the First Regimen, which is that of Mercury.

This first regimen has been studiously kept secret by all the Sages. They haveafpb&e

second regimen, or that of Saturn, as if it were the first, and have thus |e¢ftdelt svithout
guidance in those operations which precede the appearance of that intensesl&bumet

Bernard, of Trevisa, says, in his Parable, that when the King has come to the Founskies he t
off the golden garment, gives it to Saturn, and enters the bath alone, afterwandagdrom

Saturn a robe of black silk. But he does not tell us how long it takes to put off that golden robe;
and thus, like all his brethren, leaves the poor beginner to grope in the dark during 40 or 50 days.
From the point where the stage of blackness is reached to the end of the workebiindiare
more full and intelligible. It is in regard to these first 40 days that the dtuelguires additional

light. This period represents the regimen of Mercury (of the Sages), whiomésative during

the whole time, thether substance being temporarily dead. You should not suffer yourself to be
deluded into the belief that when your matters are joined, namely, our Sun and Meeury
"setting of the Sun" can be brought about in a few days. We ourselves waited atigthous

before a reconciliation was made between the fire and the water. As aohédtd, the Sages

have called the substance, throughout this first period, Rebis, or Two-thing: to show that the



union is not effected till the operation is complete. You should know, then, that though our
Mercury consumes the Sun, yet a year after you shall separate themtheyem® connected
together by a suitable degree of fire. It is not able to do anything atlaiutfire. We must not
suppose that when our gold is placed in our Mercury it is swallowed up by it in the mgiokli

an eye. This conception rests on a misunderstanding of Count Bernard's teachinigeabout
King's plunge in the fountain. But the solution of gold is a more difficult matter thangbesy
appear to have any idea of. It requires the highest skill so to reguléite tinethe first stage of

the work as to solve the bodies without injuring the tincture. Attend to my teachinfptbere

Take the body which | have showed you, put it into the water of our sea, and bring to bear on the
compound the proper degree of heat, till dews and mists begin to ascend, and the moisture i
diminished night and day without intermission. Know that at first the two do not affelct e

other at all, and that only in course of time the body absorbs some of the water, and #ais caus
each to partake of the other's nature. Only part of the water is sublimed t tjeacksally

penetrates the pores of the body, which are thereby more and more softethedsaill of the

gold is enabled gently to pass out. Through the mediation of the soul the body is recowkiled a
united to the spirit, anal their union is signalized by the appearance of the black Tour

whole operation lasts about 40-50 days, and is called the Regimen of Mercury, lbeednosby

is passive throughout, and the spirit, or Mercury, brings about all the changes of wblchr

begin to appear about the 20th day, and gradually intensify till all be abtaptated in black of

the deepest dye; which the 50th day will manifest.

CHAPTER XXV.
The Regimen of the Second Part, which is that oft@a.

The Regimen of Mercury, the operation whereof despoils the King of his golden garsients, i
followed by the Regimen of Saturn. When the Lion dies the Crow is born. The substance ha
now become of a uniform colour, namely, as black as pitch, and neither vapours, or winds, or
any other signs of life are seen; the whole is dry as dust, with the exceptionegpiscimike
substance, which now and then bubbles up; all presents an image of eternal death.|®&s=y/erthe
it is a sight which gladdens the heart of the Sage. For the black colour which is lségimt isnd
brilliant; and if you behold something like a thin paste bubbling up here and there, you may
rejoice. For it is the work of the quickening spirit, which will soon restore the deagshtodife.
The regulation of the fire is a matter of great importance at this jundtyoel make it too
fierce, and thus cause sublimation at this stage, everything will be ieratdy spoilt. Be
content, therefore, to remain, as it were, in prison for forty days and nights, evenths g@sd
Trevisan, and employ only gentle heat. Let your delicate substancen rantiae¢ bottom, which
is the womb of conception, in the sure hope that after the time appointed by the Crehtsr for
Operation, the spirit will arise in a glorified state, and glorify its bdatgt it will ascend and be
gently circulated from the center to the heavens, then descend to the center tneavéres, and
take to itself the power of things above and things below.

CHAPTER XXVI.
Of the Regimen of Jupiter.

Black Saturn is succeeded by Jupiter, who exhibits divers colours. For after tiagbiotteand
conception, which has taken place at the bottom of the vessel, there is once more aithang
colours and a circulating sublimation. TReign or Regimen, lasts only three weeks. During
this period you see all conceivable colours concerning which no definite accountgiaerbe
The "showers" that fall will become more numerous as the close of this reigracipes, and its
termination is signalized by the appearance of a snowy white streakytdepte sides of the



vessel. Rejoice, then, for you have successfully accomplished the reginugitef. YWhat you
must be particularly careful about in this operation, is to prevent the young ones of the Crow
from going back to the nest when they have once left it; secondly, to let ydugetineither too
dry by an immoderate sublimation of the moisture, nor yet to swamp and smotlibrtitevi
moisture. These ends will be attained by the proper regulation of the outward heat.

CHAPTER XXVIL.
Of the Regimen of the Moon.

When the Reign of Jupiter comes to an end (towards the close of the fourth month) yea will s
the sign of the waxing moon (Crescent) and know that the whole Reign of Jupiter wasl devot
the purification of the Laton. The mundifying spirit is very pure and brilliant, but the thatly

has to be cleansed is intensely black. While it passes from blackness to whiegresas variety

of colours are observed; nor is it at once perfectly white; at first miglgiwhite--afterwards it

is of a dazzling, snowy splendour. Under this Reign the whole mass presents the appéarance
liquid quicksilver. This is called the sealing of the mother in the belly of thatimfaom she

bears; and its intermediate colours are more white than black, just as ingh@RRupiter they
were more black than white. The Reign of the Moon lasts just three weeks; betitsetbose,

the substance exhibits a great variety of forms; it will become liquid, and agegalate a
hundred times a day; sometimes it will present the appearance of fiskesaey then again of
tiny silver trees, with twigs and leaves. Whenever you look at it you will rewvgedor
astonishment, particularly when you see it all divided into beautiful but veryergnains of

silver, like the rays of the Sun. This is the White Tincture, glorious to behold, but nothing in
respect of what it may become.

CHAPTER XXVIII.
Of the Regimen of Venus.

The substance, if left in the same vessel, will once more become volatile andh @ireagly

perfect in its way) will undergo another change. But if you take it out of the vesdelftar

allowing it to cool, put it into another, you will not be able to make anything of it. IriReign

you should also give careful attention to your fire. For the perfect Stonehkefuaid if the fire

be too powerful the substance will become glazed, and unsusceptible of any funtiger. dtas
"vitrification" of the substance may happen at any time from the middle ofeige Rf the

Moon to the tenth day of the Reign of Venus, and should be carefully guarded agaihstaflhe
should be gentle, so as to melt the compound very slowly and gradually; it will then raise
bubbles, and receive a spirit that will rise upward, carrying the Stone witfd itpgoarting to it

new colours, especially a copper-green colour, which endures for some time, and dods not qui
disappear till the twentieth day; the next change is to blue and livid, and at the clusergign

the colour is a pale purple. Do not irritate the spirit too much--it is more corploasabefore,

and if you sublime it to the top of the vessel, it will hardly return. The same cautiod $ieoul
observed in the Reign of the Moon, when the substance begins to thicken. The law is one of
mildness, and not of violence, lest everything should rise ttothef the vessel, and be

consumed or vitrified to the ruin of the whole work. When you see the green colour, know that
the substance now contains the germ of its highest life. Do not turn the greermbtackriess

by immoderate heat. This Reign is maintained for forty days.

CHAPTER XXIX.
Of the Regimen of Mars.



When the Regimen of Venus is over, and therein has appeared the philosophical trekitsvith al
branches and leaves, the Reign of Mars begins with a light yellow, or dirty loadaur, but at

last exhibits the transitory hues of the Rainbow, and the Peacock's Taik Atate the

compound is drier, and often shows like a hyacinth with a tinge of gold. The mother being now
sealed in her infant's belly, swells and is purified, but because of the pressmigity of the
compound, no putridness can have place in this regimen, but some obscure colours are chief
actors, while some middle colours come and go, and they are pleasant to look on. @ur Virgi
Earth is now undergoing the last degree of its cultivation, and is getting cesehetve and

mature the fruit of the Sun. Hence you should keep up a moderate temperature; thetl theere w
seen, about the thirtieth day of this Reign, an orange colour, which, within two fna@ekiss

first appearance, will tinge the whole substance with its own hue.

CHAPTER XXX.
Of the Regimen of the Sun.

As you are now approaching the end of the work, the substance receives a goldanditige,
Virgin's Milk which you give your substance to drink has assumed a deep orange ecdguo

God to keep you from haste and impatience at this stage of the work; consigeuthave now
waited for seven months, and that it would be foolish to let one hour rob you of the fruits of all
your labour. Therefore be more and more careful the nearer you approachqreriéetn you

will first observe an orange-coloured sweat breaking out on the body; next tHdye wabour

of an orange hue. Soon the body below becomes tinged with violet and a darkish purple. At the
end of fourteen or fifteen days, the substance will be, for the most part, humid and ponderous,
and yet the wind still bears it in its womb. Towards the 26th day of the Reign it giii tzeget

dry, and to become liquid and solid in turn (about a hundred times a day); then it becomes
granulated; then again it is welded together into one mass, and so it goes ongctmatradinut a
fortnight. At length, however, an unexpectedly glorious light will burst from gabstance, and

the end will arrive three days afterwards. The substance will be gieshuie atoms of gold (or
motes in the Sun), and turn a deep red--a red the intensity of which makes it seemkeiaaiy |
pure blood in a clotted state. This is the Great Wonder of Wonders, which has not its like on
earth.

CHAPTER XXXI.
Of the Fermentation of the Stone.

| forgot to warn you in the last chapter to be on your guard against the dangefioatidri; too

fierce a fire would render your substance insoluble and prevent its granulation. . . . You now
possess the incombustible red Sulphur which can no longer be affected in any waylhy fir

order to obtain the Elixir from this Sulphur by reiterate solution and coagulatiorthtakeparts

of purest gold, and one part of this fiery Sulphur. Melt the gold in a clean crucible, ardshen

your Sulphur into it (protecting it well from the smoke of the coals). Make them liquathierg

when you will obtain a beautiful mass of a deep red, though hardly transparent. Thswiu s
permit to cool, and pound into a small powder. Of this powder take one part, and two parts of our
Mercury; mix them well, and put them in a glass vessel, well sealed. They shoujabseceto

gentle heat for two months. This is the true fermentation, which may be regesedful.

CHAPTER XXXII.
The Imbibition of the Stone.

Many authors take Fermentation in this work for the invisible external agent) thieig call
ferment; by its virtue the fugitive and subtle spirits, without-laying on of hawd<f their own



accord thickened, and our before-mentioned fermentation they call cibation @athdord milk.
But | follow my own judgment. There is another operation, called Imbibition of the Signe
which its quantity rather than its quality is increased. It is this: Add te fhaets of your perfect
Sulphur (either white or red) one part of water, and after six or seven days' doetwatéer will
become thick like the Sulphur. Add again as much water as you did before; and when this is
dried up, with a convenient fire, add three distinct times so much water as shall be eqgeal t
third of the original quantity of Sulphur. Then add (for the 7th imbibition) five parts & \{the
parts being equal to the original parts of the Sulphur). Seal up the vessel; subjgenite
coction, and let the compound pass through all the different Reigns of the originanSabst
which will be accomplished in a month. Then you have the true Stone of the third order, one part
of which will perfectly tinge 1,000 parts of any other metal.

CHAPTER XXXIII.
The Multiplication of the Stone.

Take the perfect Stone; add one part of it to three or four parts of purified Merauyfobt

work, subject it to gentle coction for seven days (the vessel being carefléiy sp), and let it

pass through all the Reigns, which it will do very quickly and smoothly. The tingeing pbwer

the substance will thus be exalted a thousandfold; and if you go through the whole process a
second time (which you can do with ease in three days) the Medicine will be mueh mor

precious still. This you may repeat as often as you like; the third timeltiseaace will run

through all the Reigns in a day, the fourth time in a single hour, and so on--and the improvement
in its quality will be most marvelous. Then kneel down and render thanks to God for this
precious treasure.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
Of Projection.

Take four parts of your perfect Stone, either red or whitbdtf for the Medicine); melt them
in a clean crucible. Take one part of this pulverisable mixture to ten parts oeghitigrcury;
heat the Mercury till it begins to crackle, then throw in your mixture, whidhpwaice it in the
twinkling of an eye; increase your fire till it be melted, and you will havesdibdihe of an
inferior order. Take one part of this, and add it to a large quantity of well purgedettied m
metal, which will thereby be transmuted into the purest silver or gold (angadiyou have
taken white or red Sulphur). Note that it is better to use a gradual projection, fovisghthere
may be a notable loss of the Medicine. The better the metals are purgedraetd] thé quicker
and more complete will the transmutation be.

CHAPTER XXXV.
Of the Manifold uses of this Art.

He that has once found this Art, can have nothing else in all the world to wish for, than that he
may be allowed to serve his God in peace and safety. He will not care for pompliogdazz
outward show. But if he lived a thousand years, and daily entertained a million peomlelche c
never come to want, since he has at hand the means of indefinitely multiplying thé@&toime
weight and virtue, and thus of changing all imperfect metals in the work into gold.

In the second place, he has it in his power to make stones and diamonds far more precious than
any that are naturally procured.



In the third place, he has an Universal Medicine, with which he can cure everjvabtee
disease, and, indeed, as to the quantity of his Medicine, he might heal all sick people in the
world.

Now to the King Eternal, Immortal, and sole Almighty, be everlasting@ifar these His
unspeakable gifts and invaluable treasures.

| exhort all that possess this Treasure, to use it to the praise of God, and the goiod of the
neighbours, in order that they may not at the last day be eternally doomed forgragitude to
their Creator.
TO
GOD ALONE

BE
THE GLORY .



